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We’ll choose maternal every time. 
Maternal is a collection of traits that are 
hard to find, but equally hard to ranch 
without. 

Most ranchers, we included, don’t fully 
appreciate those traits until they’re gone. 
Maternal traits must be intentionally 
selected for and proven out across 
generations. Culling into the right ones 
is a strategy some use but is not a sound 
breeding objective nor is it financially 
sustainable. Maternal traits must be 
intentionally selected from proper parent 
stock through the eye of a stockman and 
production data. There are no numerical 
values to quantify the term. Instead, the 
proof is the action within environment 
and experienced management. 

Maternal is more than calving ease, more 
than calf vigor. It encompasses those 
traits, for sure, but also extends to the 
way in which cows optimize production 
within their environment. Here at Bruin 
and Circle Ranches the breeding goal is to 
continue to select and breed more of the 
kind that keep you in business. YOU know 
the right kind; YOU and YOUR environment 
have been selecting for her your entire 
career. These maternal traits need time, 
experience and keen observation to be 
implemented within a breeding program. 
This is why by the time a sire has proven 
to add maternal merit to a cowherd, he’s 
often an old bull with seemingly outdated 
EPDs. 

Maternal or Terminal? That is the question.Maternal or Terminal? That is the question.
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A VISION FOR THE FUTURE. The cow 
that is maternally superior to all others 
and navigates her environment with 
elegance, grace and profitability. She 
effortlessly converts the resources 
available into profit for the producer. She’ll 
last a long time. She’ll cause very few 
problems and for most of her life should 
go unnoticed in a crowd of others just like 
her. Her excellence isn’t the outlier, it’s 
the standard. Plenty of marketing firms 
have taken the opportunity to describe 
maternal where the narrative fits adding 
value to their herds, but few have truly 
articulated the essence of what the word 
maternal means when put into practice.



The most unique thing we do is breed 
cattle to excel right here. In this latitude, in 
this rangeland, this foothill Oak Savannah 
landscape - the foothills of the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains - that we’re blessed 
to graze. Raising cattle that are adapted 
to the significant constraints of this 
semi-desert, wildly rugged environment 
and tested inside of this microclimate 
has produced a great deal of customer 
satisfaction throughout the arid west and 
beyond. 

Building a cow that is resilient and works 
with Mother Nature is quite a task. The 
best way to achieve it is to watch the ones 
that are doing it and make more of them. 
It has always been our goal to challenge 
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cattle beyond what they’ll be challenged 
when they go into the commercial sector. 
When customers use our cattle that have 
been born, raised, bred to thrive here, they 
usually go on to do very well out in other 
environments. 

We need to have performance, absolutely, 
but bulls are the by-product of what we 
do best: raising resilient, productive 
and profitable mother cows. We focus 
everything on the mother cow, her cost of 
production and cull rate. Working on that 
end of the balance sheet has proven to be 
more fruitful for us than the other.

Cattle raised alongside YOU.
Cattle bred to excel for YOU.
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